
Twice as hard, 
half as much
Marina Peng
Twice as hard, half as much brings together a body of work that 
recalls lessons taught to the artist by her mother and reinforced  
by American society. The exhibition examines the impact of the 
Cultural Revolution and the U.S. Immigration and Nationality Act of 
1965 on her parents’ narratives and, consequently, her own. Through 
sculpture, installation, textiles, and photography, the artist 
explores the transfer of paranoia and anxiety from parent to child. 
The works tangle early life occurrences with the artist’s recent 
past, expressing how these lessons have permeated every aspect of 
her life.

Marina Peng is a multimedia installation artist based in St. Louis. 
She received her BFA from Washington University in St. Louis in 
2017. Her work has been exhibited in solo and group exhibitions at 
spaces including 50/50 (Kansas City, MO), ACRE Projects (Chicago, 
IL), Open House (Kansas City, MO), The Luminary, Granite City Art 
and Design District, and Flood Plain. She has attended residencies 
at ACRE, Caldera Arts, Elsewhere, OTIS College of Art & Design, and 
Paul Artspace. Recent awards include a Foundation for Contemporary 
Arts Emergency Grant, a Futures Fund grant, and a Vermont Studio 
Center Fellowship. In addition to her practice, she is a co-
organizer of Public Service Announcement:, a public art site located 
in the Marine Villa neighborhood of St. Louis.

marinapeng.com
@marina.peng
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Isolation carpet (permanent stain)
2020
Acrylic fiber, mesh
70”x 50”

A casualty (in the family)
2020
Ink on burlap, twine, stones,  
168 lbs white rice
Dimensions variable

A symptom of (spitting image)
2020
Inkjet prints on paper, acrylic, 
mirrored acrylic, wood
48” x 24”

Load-bearing (Capacity)
2020
Wheat, seagrass, wood, brass
65”x 15”x 72”

Self-awareness
2019
Mirrored acrylic, wood
18” x 60”x 1.5”

“to make your heart redder”  
(whiter, bluer) 
2020
Inkjet prints on paper
Each 13” x 19” framed

walk all over (expectations)
2020
Cotton fiber, concrete, medium- 
density fibreboard
24” x 66” x 12”

Gut Feelings
2020
Sand, polyurethane, wood
8” x 10.5” x 3.5”
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